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How can global issues be improved? 

Here are a number of videos which show how some of the 
global issues you may have learned about can be improved. 
Watch each one and think about how people received help. 

 TAGS 

Improving global issues  

‘We’re the first generation that has the resources and technology to reduce and eliminate poverty...’ 
Paul Ladd, UNDP 

Improving global issues can happen in many different ways. Sometimes improvements involve large 
projects that spend vast sums of money (for example, building seaports, roads, schools and 
hospitals). This is usually organised by governments. Other times, the projects are more local and 
smaller in scale, like the ones in the videos below, but they still have the potential to make big 
improvements to people’s lives. This is especially true if similar projects are repeated in many 
different countries. 

Examples of charities and non-government organisations (NGO’s) performing local 
actions 

Food/farming in Cambodia: pink phones (2’14’’) 

Description of the video: Phones for women farmers to improve market knowledge share 
information about growing and harvesting selling - market prices pass on info to others. 

Climate change in Bangladesh: Milking it (2’32’’) 
Description of the video: Women in Bangladesh used to borrow at extortionate rates. Oxfam lent 
the money to buy cows, training in looking after cows and business. The women set up a collective 
to market their milk. Extra income invested in children’s education Women’s empowerment. 

Women’s Rights in Nepal: Tika’s story (2’51’’) 
Description of the video: Women’s empowerment and decision making participation in local 
committees - school management committee impact on daughter - girls education. 
 

Watch the three videos. As you watch the videos think about the following questions: 

 What roles are the people in the videos playing? Are they being given help, or are they 
playing a major role to help themselves? 

 Do you think governments have played a role in each example? What do you think it is? Do 
you think governments are important? Why? 

 What role can other organisations like charities play? 

 Who plays the most important role? Does it vary by situation? 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVEORjh-d9c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8Sjshu5DAc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A6xKI3Avxmk


 

 

www.sfyouth.eu 

Examples of Business and Governments performing national actions 

Businesses making a difference 

Businesses have an important role to 
play in making a difference – for 
example by creating good jobs, looking 
after the environment and selling 
useful products that people want. 

Frip Ethique (meaning ‘Ethical Second 
Hand Clothing’) is a social enterprise in 
Dakar, Senegal. West Africa’s clothing 
market has been flooded by low quality 
imports from Asia. Second hand 
western clothing, particularly women’s 
underwear, is in high demand and Frip 
Ethique aims to meet that demand. 
Many clothing items, especially 
women’s underwear, are complex to 
manufacture and western factories make the best quality garments. 

Oxfam works in partnership with Frip Ethique and sends containers of donated clothing to Senegal. 
Frip Ethique directly employs 40 staff who sort out the clothing for the local markets. Five hundred 
local traders buy and sell the clothing, providing more jobs in the local economy. Frip Ethique 
profits are invested in Oxfam’s projects in Senegal. 

Find out more about Frip Ethique by watching the ‘Frip Ethique and the Journey of a donated Bra 
video (1’37’’).  

Whether or not businesses make a positive difference can be controversial and difficult to assess. 
Review this evidence and make up your own mind about Frip Ethique. 

Asian countries exporting cheap 
clothing has lifted millions of 
people out of poverty in Asia. 

Asian clothing is cheap to buy in 
West Africa. 

All the profits made by Frip Ethique 
are invested in Oxfam’s 
programmes. No single individuals 
become wealthy with the profits. 

More jobs would be created in 
the long term if Senegal 
developed its own garment 
industry. 

It took many years for China to 
develop a garment industry. It is 
unlikely that any African 
country could do the same in a 
generation. 

Women in Senegal wish to buy 
cheap, fashionable and good 
quality dresses and underwear. 
These are not manufactured 
locally. 

The clothing made in Asia is often 
of a low quality. 

The money made by Asian 
garment traders is not invested 
in Senegal. 

Frip Ethique sells garments to 
market traders at a reasonable 
price and helps them to make an 
income and support their families. 

Madijiguene Ndiaye purchases a bra donated to Frip Ethique from 
trader Ndeye Faye at the weekly market in Dakar. Photo: Abbie Trayler-

Smith/Oxfam 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z078EyFEelQ
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It is not environmentally 
sustainable for people in the UK 
to throw away unwanted clothes. 
Sending them to Frip Ethique 
makes sure nothing is wasted. 

Senegal has very high 
unemployment rates. Frip 
Ethique provides jobs to 
vulnerable people, particularly 
women. There are 40 Frip 
Ethique employees and 500 
market traders who sell Frip 
Ethique garments. 

Until quite recently Senegal had a 
thriving textile industry of its own. 
It has all but been destroyed by 
cheap Asian imports and used 
clothing from the west. Part of the 
fault lies with the Senegalese 
government for not protecting its 
own industries. 

 

Governments making a difference 

Governments play an important part in making a difference. We take many things a government 
does for granted - for example, maintaining roads and railways, keeping law and order and 
providing water and sanitation. We notice the impact of these things when they are absent, for 
example, when a country experiences conflict or a serious natural disaster. 

On many occasions, governments have taken more determined action to eradicate poverty. For 
example, many European countries introduced improved health and education systems in the years 
after World War Two.  

In 2003, the government of Brazil introduced the Bolsa Familia (‘Family Allowance’). The Bolsa aims 
to both reduce short-term poverty by providing direct cash transfers for the poorest families, and 
fight long-term poverty by requiring that children attend school and are vaccinated (and therefore 
grow up better educated and healthier) to receive the cash. 

National insurance and social security benefits are common across the wealthier countries of the 
world although they are not as common in developing countries. What makes the Bolsa stand out is 
that it aims to both lift the poorest working families out of poverty and invest in the future by 
improving children’s education and health. Families whose children do not meet school attendance 
targets may lose their Bolsa payments. 

Since the Bolsa Familia was introduced, extreme poverty has fallen by almost 28% in Brazil and, in 
2011, 12 million Brazilians (26% of the population) received the allowance. 

The extent to which a cash transfer like the Bolsa Familia lifts poor people out of poverty is 
controversial.  

Review these points made by Brazilians about the Bolsa and make up your own mind. 

The decline in poverty in Brazil 
during the 2000s could have just as 
easily been caused by more jobs 
becoming available and a rise in 
wages. 

Giving poor people cash 
makes them lazy and is a 
disincentive to work hard. 

Most recipients of the Bolsa 
already work hard or are trying 
hard to find work. 

The Bolsa encourages children to go 
to school and be healthy. Its biggest 
impact will be when they grow up to 
be well educated and healthy. 

No citizen should live in 
extreme poverty. The 
government has the 
responsibility to ensure that 
all citizens live in dignity. 

Poor people waste their extra 
cash on luxuries like televisions 
and new clothes. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welfare_benefit
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If people have a little extra cash, it 
provides enough financial security 
for them to take some risks and 
work harder to make a living. 

Education in Brazil is low 
quality. The government also 
needs to invest in making 
schools better. 

The Bolsa is usually paid to 
women heads of household. They 
are the most likely members of 
the family to spend it wisely for 
the benefit of the whole family. 

When people have more money, 
they spend more. This helps create 
jobs and provides wages for more 
people. 

Overall families spend their 
allowances on food, school 
supplies, clothing and shoes 
(in that order). 

The Bolsa has led to a reduction 
in child labour. Children go to 
school instead of being 
compelled to work. 

 

To find out more visit the following websites: 

 World Bank: http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2013/11/04/bolsa-familia-Brazil-
quiet-revolution.  

 Guardian: https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/dec/17/brazil-bolsa-
familia-decade-anniversary-poverty-relief.  

 Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bolsa_Fam%C3%ADlia.  
 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2013/11/04/bolsa-familia-Brazil-quiet-revolution
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2013/11/04/bolsa-familia-Brazil-quiet-revolution
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/dec/17/brazil-bolsa-familia-decade-anniversary-poverty-relief
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/dec/17/brazil-bolsa-familia-decade-anniversary-poverty-relief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bolsa_Fam%C3%ADlia

